The Biology and Distribution of Morels in Southern Chile
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INTRODUCTION

The harvesting of morels is a vital economic activity for local
communities in Chile because they are a significant commercial
export for the country. Although many species of morels produce
ascomata in the absence of fire, abundant ascomata production
occurs among some Morchella species when triggered by fire. The
intentional burning of Nothofagus forests in Southern Chile, as a
means to increase morel production, has become a problem and
has negatively impacted ecosystems. Information on the distribution
of morels in South America is limited. Spegazzini (1909) described
M. patagonica from Argentina and Gamundi et al. (2004) listed five
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